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SYNONYMY OF CTENOTUS MONTICOLA STORR. 
1981 AND CTENOTUS HYPATIA INGRAM AND 
CZECHURA, 1990 Memoirs of the Queensland Museum 
42(1): 12. 1 997. - Ctenolns monlicota and C. hypatia are 
medium-sized. Both are classed 'poorly known' (McDonald 
« a). 1991) The tanner has a '« w restricted distribution 
with a maximum geographic distribution of less than 
iOOknt'. The latter is ”... known only from the type collection'. 
C. monlicota was described from a series of specimens col¬ 
lected llkm IV of Marecba, Queensland (17°02'S. 
I45°'2U 'E)'. The type locality of C hypatia is ' granite gorge 
15km IV of Mareeba. (ITOO'S. 145*lTEf. These localities 
are both on Granite Ck, approximately 6km apart (J. Cov- 
acevieh perx. comm.). That, and the fact that the type descrip¬ 
tions of C. monticohi and C. hypatia are very similar, 
prompted a re examination of die type material of each to 
determine whether or not they are distinct 

Re-exammation of the type specimens and type descrip¬ 
tions indicates that C. munticola and C'. hypatia are conspc- 
cific (Table 1). Almost without exception, the measurements 
and scale characters of C. hypatia fall well within the range 
nf values provided by Store (1981) for C. monticola. The 
differences in elongation, indicated by the chin-vent and 
paravertebral counts are inconsequential. Greater variation is 
frequently recorded in a single species (e g C. astictus Homer, 
1995 & C. stuarii Homer 1995). Additionally, both type 
specimens share the following characters: nasals separated: 
nasal groove absent, rostral and frontonasal in narrow to 
moderate contact; second loreal 1.2 times as wide as high: 
preffomals large and separated, frontal long and narrow con¬ 
tacting the prefronlals, the frontonasal, the first 3 supra- 
isculars, and the froniopaneluls, 4 supraoculars, 2nd the 
Ijrgesl: 1st supraciliary the largest, 4th to penultimate consid¬ 
erably smaller than others, 5th supralabial suboctilnr. ear 
aperture large: toes compressed. 

Colour and pattern are known to be useful in distinguishing 
some species of Ctenotus (e g . C arcanus Czechura & 
Wonibey. 1982 and C robustus Store. 1970). However, this 
is not the case with C. monticola and C. hypatia. Colour and 
pattern of the type specimens of C. monticola (5) and C. 
hypatia (I) have been detailed by Store (1981) and Ingram & 
Czechura (1990). Varialion in the former fully covers die 
Utter. 

Thus, in every respect (meristics, scalation. colour/paltem) 
mere are no significant differences betw een C monticola and 
C hypatia. Ctenotus monticola Store. 1981 is. therefore, a 
senior synonym of C. hypatia Ingram & Czechura, 1990. 
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TABLE 1 Comparison of holotypes of C. monticola 
(QM.I39468) and C. hypatia (QMJ42092). Values in paren 
theses are from the type descriptions. 


Character 

Species 

C, monticola 
IQMJ39468) 

C hypatia 
(QMi42092) 

Snout-vent(mm) 

53(51-61) 

55 (54) 

Foreleg (%SVLi 

25 (22-25) 

25 (NA) 

Hindleg (%SVL) 

44 (3945) 

44(44) 

Tail (%SVL) 

NA (211-220) 

215(215) 

Head width 

PJfSVL) 

13 (NA) 

12(12) 

Head length i%SVL) 

20 (N A) 

19 (NA) 

Supraciliaries 

8 (7 or 8) 

8(9) 

Upper eilianes 

9/11 (9-11) 

8/9 (NA) 

Presuboculars 

2 (2, rarelv 3) 

2 (NA| 

Upper labials 

7(7) 

7(7) 

Ear lobules 

2 or 3(3-5) 

3 or 4 (3-4) 

Largest ear lobule 

1 Cl usually largest) 

1 or2 (NA) 

Enlarged pairs of 
nuchal scales 

4-5 (3-5) 

4-514-5) 

Midbody scale rows 

26(24-28) 

28 (28) 

No. of scales from 
chin-vent 

76 (NA) 

82(75) 

Paravertebral scale 
rows 

67 (NA) 

72 (NA) 

Subdigital lamellae 

18/19(17-19) 

18/19(20) 

Structure of 
subdigifal lamellae 

moderately wide 
e:allus (narrow to 
moderately wide 
callus) 

narrow callus 
(keeled) 


INGRAM. G. J. & CZECHURA. G.V. 1990. Four new spe¬ 
cies of striped skinks from Queensland. Memoirs of the 
Queensland Museum 29(2): 407-410. 

MCDONALD. K.R.. COVACEVICH. J.A.. INGRAM. G.J. 
& COLTER, P.J. 1991. The status of frogs and reptiles. 
Pp 338-345. In Ingram, G.J & Raven. R.J. (eds), An 
Atlas of Queensland's Frogs, Reptiles, Birds and 
Mammals’. (Queensland Museum: Brisbane) 391pp. 
STORR, G M. 1970. The genus Ctenotus (Lacertilia 
Sclncidae) in rhe Northern Territory Journal of the 
Royal Society of Western Australia 52: 97-108. 

1981 Ten new CienottfS (Lacertilia: Seinctdae) front Aus¬ 
tralia. Records of the Western Australian Museum 9(2): 
125-146 

P.J. Couper, Queensland Museum, PO Box 3300. South Bris¬ 
bane, Queensland410 /. Australia Pianka, F..R.. Department 
of Zoology, The Unieersily of Texas at Austin. Austin. Texas. 
7U712-l(k>4. USA; 23 May )W7 




